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SUBJECT: CZECHOSLOVAK AMBASSADOR-DESIGNATE TO JAPAN 

1 . (BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL) JAPANESE COUNSELOR APPROACHED US 
DECEMBER 8 SEEKING ANY INFORMATION WE COULD PROVIDE ON KAREL 
HOUSKA, FOR WHOM GOC HAS REQUESTED AGREEMENT AS NEXT AMBASSADOR 
TO JAPAN. (END CONFIDENTIAL). 

2. (BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) FOLLOWING IS COMPOSITE OF INFORMATION 
ON 

ON HOUSKA SUPPLIED JAPANESE BY GOC AND THAT IN OUR FILES. HOUSKA 
WAS BORN IN 1922. AFTER GRADUATION FROM UNIVERSITY HE WORKED IN 
CZECHOSLOVAK STATE BANK UNTIL 1960, WHEN HE ENTERED MINISTRY 
OF FINANCE AND SERVED AS HEAD OF HARD (OR FOREIGN) CURRENCY 
DEPARTMENT. IN 1971 HE TRANSFERRED TO MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS WHERE HE HAS BEEN HEAD OF ECONOMICS DEPARTMENT. HE 
IS MARRIED AND HAS FIVE CHILDREN. SPEAKS ENGLIGH, RUSSIAN, 

GERMAN, FRENCH AND SPANISH. 

3. COMMENT: WE ARE NOT CERTAIN WHAT FUNCTIONS OF MFA ECONOMICS 
DEPARTMENT ARE, BUT WE RELIEVE THAT IT MAY EXIST PRIMARILY TO 
COORDINATE POLICY ASPECTS OF GOC FOREIGN TRADE AND FINANCIAL 
ACTIVITY. OPERATIONAL SIDE OF MFA'S ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES ARE 
HANDLED BY INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC ORGANIZATIONS DEPARTMENT. 

4. IT APPEARS TO US THAT HOUSKA II TECHNOCRAT AND THAT HIS 
APPOINTMENT INDICATES GOC EXPECTS NO GREAT CHANGE IN CURRENT 
LEVEL OF ECONOMIC AND OTHER RELATIONS WITH JAPAN. 

(END LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. 
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